MIDSOMER  NORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


For  the  Year  1908. 


To  the  Midsomer  Norton  Urban  District,  Council. 


Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  present  my  report  of 
health  for  the  year  1908,  together  with  the  tables 
of  statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  district, 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  was  6,328. 

Geology. — The  soil  in  the  valleys  is  clay  overlying 
conglomerate  rock,  on  the  high  grounds  reddish 
loam  overlying  beds  of  white  lias.  The  land  is 
chiefly  pasture  and  is  well  timbered.  The  water 
supply  in  the  fields  is  derived  from  shallow  wells, 
ponds,  streams,  and  also  from  the  town  mains. 

Occupations. — Coal  mining,  agriculture,  manu¬ 
facturing  boots  and  shoes,  and  brewing. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year  was  208  :  103  boys  and  105  girls,  giving 
a  birth-rate  of  32.86  per  1,000  persons  living  in  the 
district.  The  number  of  births  exceeds  that  of  any 
year  during  the  past  15  years. 

Males  Females  Total. 

1st  quarter  .  .  .  .  36  23  59 

2nd  quarter  . .  . .  26  30  56 

3rd  quarter  . .  . .  23  24  47 

4th  quarter  . .  18  28  46 

103  105  208 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  was  88  :  52  males  and  36  females,  giving 
a  death-rate  of  13.9  per  1,000  persons  living  in  the 
district.  The  death-rate  is  above  the  average, 
but  is  accounted  for  by  the  large  increase  from 
accidents,  viz.,  16 : 


The  causes  of  infant  mortality  were 


occurred  : — 

Under  12  months  .  .  . .  . .  19 

1  year  and  under  5  years  . .  . .  4 

5  years  and  under  15  .  .  . .  . .  2 

15  years  and  under  25  years  . .  10 

25  years  and  under  65  years  . .  . .  27 

65  years  and  upwards  . .  . .  . .  20 

83 

There  were  19  deaths  under  one  year,  giving 
infant  mortality  rate  of  91.34. 

The  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  were  : — 


Erysipelas  . .  . .  1 

Measles  . .  . .  2 

Influenza  . .  . .  1 

Pneumonia  . .  6 

Broncho-Pneumonia  3 
Diarrhoea  . .  . .  4 

Valvular  Heart  Disease  9 

Premature  Birth  . .  2 
Cerebral  Hoemorrhage  3 
Inanition  . .  . .  3 

Meningitis  . .  . .  1 

Embolism  . .  . .  2 

Hoemorrhage  from  Cord  1 
Zymotic  Enteritis  . .  1 

Diabetes  . .  . .  1 


Acute  Bronchitis  . . 
Chronic  Bronchitis 
Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

Infantile  Convulsions 
Leucocythemia 
Chronic  Brights 
Senile  Decay 
Accidents  . . 
Neuritis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Carcinoma  . . 
Aneurism  . . 
Whooping  Cough 


4 

3 

6 

1 

2 

4 
6 

16 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


1st  quarter 

Males  Females  Total. 

..13  15  28  ■ 

2nd  quarter 

. .  22  9 

31 

3rd  quarter 

..11  7 

18 

4th  quarter 

6  5 

11 

The  following  table 

52  36 

gives  the  mortality 

88 

in  the 

various  localities  of  the  district : — 
Midsomer  Norton 

52 

Welton 

15 

Downside 

2 

Clandown 

13 

Clapton 

1 

Westfield 

2 

Benter 

2 

Radford 

1 

The  following  are 

the  ages  at  which 

88 

death 

Erysipelas 
Acute  Bronchitis 
Convulsions 
Pneumonia 
Premature  Birth 
Diarrhoea  . . 


1  Leucocythemia  . .  1 

1  Inanition  . .  . .  3 

1  Zymotic  Enteritis  . .  1 

3  Broncho-Pneumonia  1 

2  Whooping  Cough  . .  1 

3  Hoemorrhage  . .  1 

have  occurred  from 


The  following  deaths 
Zymotic  diseases  : — 

Wrhooping  Cough  1,  Zymotic  Enteritis  1,  Measles  1. 
giving  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  .47  per  1,000  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  the  district. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  27  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  namely 
Diphtheria  . .  2  Erysipelas  . .  . .  7 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  17  Enteric  Fever  . .  1 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  High 
Street,  Midsomer  Norton,  and  its  origin  could  not 
be  traced.  The  17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of 
sporadic  form  and  of  mild  type.  The  two  cases  of 
diphtheria  were  not  of  a  virulent  type,  one  occurring 
at  Welton,  the  second  at  Stones  Cross. 

Sickness. — During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
a  serious  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred,  necessi¬ 
tating  the  closing  'of  the  Wesleyan  School,  the 
Council  Schools,  and  the  R.C.  School  at  Stratton- 
on-the-Fosse.  In  other  respects  the  district  has 
been  remarkably  free  from  general  illness.  During 
the  third  quarter  of  the  year  no  infectious  disease 
was  notified. 

Isolation  Hospital. — It  was  only  necessary  to 
remove  one  patient  to  the  semi-detached  cottage, 
which  is  being  used  as  a  temporary  Isolation 
Hospital.  There  are  at  the  present  time  no  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  immediate  removal  and  isolation  of 
small  pox  patients  ;  there  is  no  apparatus  for 
disinfecting  clothing  or  bedding,  and  there  is  no 
ambulance  for  the  removal  of  patients. 

Disinfection  of  Houses. — Formalin  fumigation 
and  washing  with  carbolic  acid  solution  are  used 
for  rooms.  The  Council  has  been  advised  to 
purchase  a  large  spray  for  disinfecting ;  this,  if 
carried  out,  woidd  be  found  of  much  assistance  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  disease. 

Writer  Supply. — This  remains  the  same,  the 
quantity  is  good,  but  in  other  respects  there  is 
nothing  to  add  to  the  report  of  last  year. 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  four  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

Mortuary. — The  district  is  still  without  a 
Mortuary,  but  the  Council  has  the  matter  under 
consideration. 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds. — These  are 
inspected  and  a  register  kept. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — One  factory 
has  been  opened  during  the  year,  there  are  five 
factories  and  55  workshops.  Inspections  have 
been  made  with  the  view  of  meeting  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act. 

Bathing  Place. — A  public  bathing  place,  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Welton  stream,  was  opened 
by  the  Councl  during  the  year. 

Removed  of  House  Ref  use. — This  is  not  undertaken 
by  the  Council. 

Drainage. — There  are  sewage  works  at  Midsomer 
Norton  and  Clandown.  Midsomer  Norton,  Welton, 
and  Clandown  are  to  a  large  extent  sewered. 
Downside  and  Clapton  are  provided  with  earth 
closets  and  cesspits,  as  are  also  the  outlying  localities. 

Westfield  and  Norton  Hill  Terraces  are  still 
without  drainage  systems. 

Appended  are  the  tables  of  statistics  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  BULLEID, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  2nd,  1909. 
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MIDSOMER  NORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1908. 


Nuisances. 


Sewerage. 


Sewer 

Extensions. 


Sewage 

Disposal 

Works. 


Drainage. 


House  Refuse 
Collection. 


Water  Supply. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  my  second  Annual 
Report  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  for  the  twelve  months  ended  December 
31st,  1908. 

The  district  has  been  periodically  inspected  for 
the  detection  of  Nuisances.  Twenty-five  intimation 
notices,  dealing  with  nuisances  on  72  premises,  have 
been  served  and  were  found  sufficient  to  affect 
abatement. 

As  stated  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  the  nuisances 
chiefly  arose  from  choked  water  closets  conse¬ 
quent  upon  the  closet  accommodation  being 
shared  by  the  tenants  of  two  or  more  houses,  and 
there  being  no  means  of  flushing  provided  beyond 
the  carrying  of  water  for  the  purpose,  the  closets 
do  not  get  proper  or  efficient  attention. 

I  again  urge  the  consideration  of  additional 
Bye-laws  for  the  provision  of  a  flushing  apparatus 
and  water  service  to  existing  water  closets,  and  as 
water  closets  are  still  being  constructed  to  new 
houses  without  a  flushing  apparatus  and  water 
service  as  provided  for  by  the  Bye-laws,  may  I 
ask  that  the  Bye-law  may  be  enforced  in  all  I 
future  building  operations  in  order  to  minimise 
the  risk  of  nuisances  arising  and  to  promote  greater 
cleanliness  in  this  respect. 

The  sewerage  system  has  been  maintained  in 
good  working  order.  All  the  sewers  with  flat 
gradients  have  been  regularly  flushed.  There  has 
been  no  stoppage  and  no  repairs  have  been  found 
necessary. 

Sewer  extensions  have  been  carried  out  up  Church 
Lane  for  a  distance  of  175  yards  to  provide  means 
of  drainage  for  a  residence  erected  during  the  year, 
the  owner  thereof  defraying  the  cost  of  the  work. 

The  W  elton  Works  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  and  managed.  The  filtering  material 
in  the  filter  beds  has  been  washed  during  the  year. 

The  sludge  has  been  removed  periodically  by 
the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  works  ; 
wet  weather  so  retards  the  drying  thereof  that 
carting  is  impossible  for  long  periods,  but  every 
effort  is  made  to  keep  the  works  as  clear  as  possible 
from  large  accumulations. 

A  good  crop  of  mangolds  has  been  again  raised 
on  the  irrigation  area.  The  question  of  enlarging 
this  area  must  be  considered  at  an  early  date  in 
order  to  cope  with  the  increased  flow  of  sewage. 

The  Clandown  Works  have  also  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  and  managed.  The  walls  of  the  pre¬ 
cipitation  tanks  were  repaired  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  but  this  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  end  walls  collapsing  on  the  26th  October  ;  on 
inspection  the  constructional  work  and  materials 
proved  to  be  inferior.  Immediate  steps  were  taken 
to  reinstate  the  walls  with  better  materials  and 
stronger  workmanship  ;  the  work  has  proved  entirely 
satisfactory. 

Defective  house  drains  affecting  22  dwelling- 
houses  have  been  overhauled  and  put  into  a  better- 
state,  and  the  drainage  systems  of  46  new  dwelling- 
houses  have  been  tested  and  approved  :  36  of  these 
were  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  and  eight 
to  cesspools,  there  being  no  sewer  available. 

The  question  of  removing  the  house  refuse  in  the 
district  has  again  received  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  but  it  is  felt  that  the  work  is  too  great 
to  undertake  at  present. 

The  water  supply  to  the  district  from  all  three 
sources  has  been  abundant,  and  analyses  of  that 
obtained  from  the  Chilcompton  source  pronounce 
it  of  excellent  quality. 


The  quantity  of  water  purchased  during  the  year 
is  : — 

Gallons 

From  Downside  College  6,588,700 
From  Radstock  U.D.C.  . .  5,220,400 


Swimming 

Bath. 


Rainfall. 


Infectious 

Disease. 


Slaughter* 

houses. 


Total  . .  . .  11,809,100 

During  1907  ..  ..  9,873,500 

The  quantity  purchased  by  the  Glutton  Authori¬ 
ties  during  the  year  is  : — 1,131,900  gallons. 

All  the  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  have 
been  supplied  with  water  from  the  town  supply. 

Re-arrangements  have  been  carried  out  in  the 
distribution  mains  in  order  to  afford  an  increased 
supply  and  pressure  to  property  situated  at  the  top 
of  Church  Lane  by  connecting  up  that  district 
with  the  Downside  supply. 

Twenty-three  notices  have  been  issued  for  the 
suppression  of  waste.  There  has  again  been  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water  wasted  through 
negligence  and  during  frosty  weather  when  taps  are 
allowed  to  drip  to  prevent  freezing,  consequent 
on  the  large  number  of  taps  being  fixed  outside 
the  houses,  and  one  tap  being  common  to  many  of 
the  tenants  thereof. 

The  open  air  Swimming  Bath,  constructed  in 
1906,  which  proved  a  failure,  has  been  put  into  a 
usable  condition ;  the  work  was  successfully  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  end  of  J une.  The  Bath  was  filled  with 
water  and  opened  to  the  public  on  the  4th  July, 
and  kept  open  daily  until  the  end  of  September. 
During  this  period  4,623  persons  paid  for  admission. 
This  I  think  proves  the  necessity  and  popularity 
of  such  an  undertaking. 

As  registered  at  Downside  Abbey  for  the  year 
1908,  has  amounted  to  34-60  inches,  being  9 '08 
inches  below  that  of  1907,  and  4 ’96  below  the 
average  for  the  last  20  years. 

Seventeen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  seven  of 
Erysipelas,  two  of  Diphtheria,  and  one  of  Enteric 
Fever,  were  notified  as  occurring  in  the  district. 
The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  all  the  other  cases  were 
isolated  at  the  homes  in  which  they  arose. 

All  the  rooms  exposed  to  infection  were  disinfected 
by  fumigation,  principally  with  formalin  tablets, 
and  in  a  few  cases  with  sulphur  candles.  Washing 
the  rooms  with  carbolic  fluid  has  also  been  done 
by  the  tenants  of  the  houses. 

There  are  no  means  of  disinfecting  clothes  or 
bedding,  except  by  leaving  them  exposed  in  the 
rooms  to  these  agencies. 

The  four  slaughterhouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected  and  found  in  as  clean  a  state  as  structural 
conditions  allow. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


There  are  44  factories  and  workships  in  the 
district.  All  have  been  inspected  and  found  in 
fairly  good  and  clean  condition. 


Milkshops, 
Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


The  bakehouses  number  six.  All  have  been 
inspected  and  all  but  one  found  in  a  satisfactory 
state.  One  notice  being  served  on  the  Owner  for 
structural  alterations,  but  these  were  not  com¬ 
menced  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  inspected, 
and  have  generally  been  found  in  clean  condition. 
Plans  were  presented  and  approved  for  the  erec- 
New  Buildings  tion  of  21  dwelling-houses,  and  eight  for  alterations 
and  Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  property. 

Forty-eight  houses  have  been  inspected  on  com¬ 
pletion  for  occupation. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  beg  to  thank  the 
Council  for  the  consideration  shown  and  support 
afforded  me  during  the  past  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

C.  H.  SUNDERLAND, 

Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


. 


' 
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